
Positional Language Lesson Plan (Where’s Wally/Waldo) 
 Subject: English activities  Year:  

Secondary 
Class:  

Date:  Day:  Time/session:  

Learning objectives: 
to begin to use positional language to ask and answer questions  
 
Key words/terms: 
Up, down, left, right, behind, in front of, inside, below, above 

Time Lesson structure Teacher notes/structure 

 
 

Starter: 
Tools: Identify positional language children already know (up, 
down, behind, left, right etc.) 
 
Rules: Provide an action for each to support understanding, 
can be simply pointing to the direction. 
 
Roles 
 
Community 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Main activity: 
 
(Identify if they children are aware of where’s Wally/Waldo 
before beginning the activity).  
 
Model with whole group first. Use a Where’s Wally head and 
hide somewhere within the room, with the children closing their 
eyes, they must then ask closed questions as to where it is 
(using positional language).  
The children should then begin to search around the room, the 
teacher should then use warmer/colder or closer/further away 
as the children move around.  
 
Children should then be split into smaller groups, each given a 
where’s Wally head to hide and then locate. The children who 
finds the head will then hide for the next round. 

Plenary: 
Tools: Evaluate the activity, where the questions or warmer/colder scales more useful to finding the head? What 
positional language do they know and understand now? 
 
Rules: Rate the activity and understanding with thumbs up for good, middle thumbs for ok/not sure, thumbs down for 
confusing. Do this all together with children (to save face is some didn’t enjoy the activity/were confused) 
 
Roles 
 
Community 
 

Differentiation: 
Those with higher levels of the language should refine their questioning to precisely identify where it is hidden. 
Those with lower levels of the language should adopt shorter simpler questions such as ‘Is it up high? Is it near the 
window? etc’  

Resources:  
Board to write words down (not necessarily needed, if unavailable), where’s 
wally heads, areas to hide the heads. 

Homework: 
Recreate activity at home, with a 
different object. Aim to use vocabulary in 
their home life. 

Use of TA (or other adults): 
Support the small groups once split 
to encourage questions to ask the 
hider to locate the head 

Evaluation:  
 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 



 


