
 

Welcome to the BA in International Relations & Politics 

As we move deeper into the second millennium, the processes of international 

economic, political and socio-cultural integration continue to gather momentum. 

Powerful forces – the emergence of transnational economies, the rapid expansion of 

global communications, scientific (and military) developments and the movement of 

peoples, cultures and ideas into new settings – are reshaping notions of identity, 

citizenship and social belonging. At the same time, sectarian violence, ideological-

cultural division and socio-economic forms of marginalisation on a hitherto unknown 

scale present us with new questions and challenges for notions such as freedom, 

justice, rights and responsibilities, security and the potential for (and content of) a 

‘new world order’. These dynamics and tensions require us to reflect on how and why 

we have arrived at our situation today. What power networks are emerging? What 

possibilities exist for future development? Can an alternative political imagination be 

forged? The BA International Relations and Politics course aims to foster a global 

perspective and to encourage an inter-cultural awareness of contemporary problems. 

The course is designed to develop both intellectual and practical skills that enable 

more informed and effective forms of participation in today’s complex and dynamic 

global environments. Worldwide developments in political, economic and socio-

cultural practices and interaction demonstrate the vital importance of ‘the 

international’ and its increasing relevance at both academic and practical levels. The 

course also incorporates for fieldwork. In your second year you will have the 

opportunity to undertake an international field trip (travel and accommodation costs 

will normally be covered by the Faculty).  

This degree will also provide a strong foundation for careers in both the private and 

public sectors where there is a growing need for international sensitivity. Our core 

purpose is to nurture not only a robust intellectual flexibility but also high levels of 

analytical, interpersonal and communication skills attractive to employers across a 

wide range of sectors (and especially those with a global focus). Our aim is to provide 

students with an excellent background and a competitive edge for career development 

and/or further study in a rapidly changing and diversifying world. 

Welcome to your degree! We hope that you will have an exciting, rich and rewarding 

experience. 

 

 


