To customise the sidebar of your blog

You can change the display in your blog sidebars by activating Plugins and then reordering how they display in Widgets. First go to the Dashboard.

1. In Appearance and Theme Options you may have the option to change the arrangement of columns.  
2. In Plugins you can activate the extras you would like to use. I go for AddThis Social Share, Akismet, Widget Pack and WP-Cumulus. Just click on Activate. More about the Widget Pack here. Find more advanced widget options on www.widgetbox.com or Edublogs Help.
3. Go back to Appearance and Widgets. Drag widgets from Available Widgets into Main Sidebar. Drag to reorder within the sidebar. 
4. To add widgets from widgetbox.com or elsewhere that involve an embed code, you need to paste the code into a Text Widget:
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:helencaldwell:Desktop:Screen shot 2013-02-24 at 17.54.23.png]

5. My favourite sidebar line up includes WP-Cumulus for animated tags, Tag Cloud, Recent Posts, Archives, Links, Categories, AddThisWidget, Subscribe by Email, Recent Comments and also Clustrmaps and Twitter embedded as Text Widgets. 
6. Make sure each of your blogposts has Tags and a Category.
7. Make sure your links are marked Blogroll.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Here’s an example of what your sidebar might look like:
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Widgets

‘Configure the AddThis plugin to enable users to share your content around the web.
Configuration options | Ignore this notice:

Display Popular Wiki Pages

Entries from any RSS or Atom feed

Tag Cloud
‘Your most used tags in cloud format

The most recent comments.

Search
A search form for your site

Text

Arbitrary textor HTML.

Available Widgets Main Sidebar
Drag widgets from here 1o a sidebar on the right o activate them. Drag widgets back here to deactivate them and delete their seftings.
WP-Cumulus.
AddThis Widget Archives Blog Avatar
Meake it wasy for your users to share Amonthly archive of your sites posts Blog Avatar Tag Cloud
content o over 300 destinations,
Blog Categories. Blog from a single category. e
‘Shows alist of al blog categories. ‘Shows alst of al blogs that belong to
selected Blog category.
Archives
Calendar Categories ClustrMaps
Acalendar of yoursite’s posts Alistor dropdown of categories Clustriaps. Links
Custom Menu Fiickr Formidable Entries List Categories
Use this widgetto add one of your custom Flicks Display a listof Formidable entries
‘menus as a widget.
Formidable Form Friends
Display a Formidable Form Friends ‘Subscribe by Email: Subscribe by Em:
Global Site Search Widget Global Site Tags Image Widget
Recent Comments
Global Site Search Widget Displaystags from all blogs ‘Showcase a single image with a Title,
URL, and a Description
Text v
Links Meta New Wikis Te:
‘Your blogroll Log infout, admin, feed and powered-by Display New Wiki Pages
links
o= <script type="textjavascript’
sre="http:lcdn widgetserver.comisyndication/subscriberfinsertwidget s>
Your site's WordPress Pages <Iscript<script type="extjavascript >if (WIDGETBOX)
WIDGETBOX renderWidget(8fabca? 1-85e5-41ba-9854-091bags121ea);
<sscript>
Popular Wikis Recent Comments

<noscript>Get the <a href="http /www.widgetbox comwidgetweet-
blender>Tweet Blender</a> widget and many other <a
href="http:/www widgetbox com/>great ree widgets</a> at <a
href="http:/www.widgetbox.com>Widgetbox</a>! Not seeing a widget?
(<a href="http:/support widgetbox.com/>More info/a>}</noscript>

Recent Posts.

‘The most recent posts on your site

‘Subscribe by Email

“This widget allows visitors to subscribe o
receive email updates when a new postis

mads 1o your o
£ 0 Automatially add paragraphs.

D ['sove

Twenty Eleven Ephemera

Use this widgetto lst your recent Aside,
Status, Quote, and Link posts
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